Religious Education Program
2010-2011

For School Age Children:

“Love Connects Us” celebrates important
ways Unitarian Universalists live our faith
in covenanted community. Moved by love
and gathered in spirit, we embrace our
responsibility toward one another and the
world at large. We encourage one an-
other’s search for truth and meaning. We
strive to be active in peace-making and
other efforts to improve our world.

For Preschoolers:

“We Are Many, We Are One” offers chil-
dren the grounding of a spiritual commu-
nity and tradition, along with the freedom
to discover and express their uniqueness.
The underlying theme throughout is anti-
bias and multicultural education, which
celebrates diversity and interdependence.

-

Classes begin Sunday, October 3rd, 2010
at 11 AM. For more information or to
register your child, please call Religious
Educator Eric Wilden at
215-247-2561 or email
uuce.re@gmail.com.

UU Principles

There are seven principles which Unitarian Universalist
congregations affirm and promote:

* The inherent worth and dignity of every person;

* Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;

* Acceptance of one another and encouragement to
spiritual growth in our congregations;

* A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;

* The right of conscience and the use of the democratic
process within our congregations and in society at large;

* The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and
justice for all;

* Respect for the interdependent web of all existence
of which we are a part.

Unitarian Universalism (UU) draws from many sources:

* Direct experience of that transcending mystery and
wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a
renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which
create and uphold life;

* Words and deeds of prophetic women and men
which challenge us to confront powers and structures of
evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power
of love;

* Wisdom from the world’s religions which inspires us
in our ethical and spiritual life;

* Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to
respond to God'’s love by loving our neighbors as our-
selves;

* Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the
guidance of reason and the results of science, and warn
us against idolatries of the mind and spirit.

* Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions which
celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in
harmony with the rhythms of nature.

These principles and sources of faith are the backbone of
our religious community.

1 Unitarian Universalist
) Church of the Restoration

Love
Connects
Us

Religious Exploration
at the
Unitarian Universalist
Church of the
Restoration
6900 Stenton Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19119
215-247-2561



What can you and your child expect
from Religious Education at UU
Church of the Restoration?

Fun

The “Love Connects Us” and “We Are
Many, We Are One programs give children
an opportunity to learn about faith values in
a way that will engage them and that they
will find enjoyable.

Each class includes both games and
physical activities to engage and challenge
students at all levels.

Special classes and Field Trips will also be
offered during the year, providing students
with a diversity of experience both in and
out of the classroom.

Parents who are looking for a faith
community to support and affirm
them in teaching their children life’s
most meaningful values will find a
home in our UUCR Religious Edu-
cation Program. What ever your re-
ligious background — or if you have
never participated in a faith commu-
nity — there is room for you and your
children in our congregation!

Community

The classroom setting at Restoration allows
children to get to know each other across
age groups and to share their learning
experience with peers. Each session
begins with an opening that will help
students understand values in terms of
their own community.

Each class ends with a “Council Circle” that
incorporates rituals of reflection, sharing
joys and concerns, and a Closing. Sharing,
reflecting, and listening are important
religious skills to cultivate with our children.

Faith in Action

Themes from lessons will come alive

for students when they actively express
their faith values through short- or long-
term projects that engage the entire
congregation. Some examples may
include canned food drives, charity
fundraising events, or community service
projects.

Taking it Home

For each lesson, teachers will send home
resources to help families extend their
children’s religious education experiences.

Taking It Home resources may include
games, conversation topics, ideas

for incorporating faith into the home
environment, and/or book or online sources
families can use to further explore session
themes or stories.



