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Mr, Moderator - and membersg and friends. j

You have asked me to prepare a "20 minuten history of thig church whieh
= C

ig 125 years old, Within the limitg of time and ny ability, I have attempted

to do 80,

Eistorians, I supposé, would - ideally - try to treat facts objectively -

and to leave out of the finished vroduct every element of their own personslity,
let ve caution you at the beginning that I hope to attain no such ideal treat- 2
:\ mnt of my subject matter, |
I have been very much amused by many of the quaint happenings that I : |

| - thanks to
' have foung recorded in the early minute books of the church - which

| : ight, AndI 5
- T80y careful hands are preserved end are on exhibition here tonig

‘ . ded by Abel
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Universaliem rooted in the soil ig Philadelphia - November 244y 1785
»

vhen Anthony Cuthbert, & mast maker, and Abraham Collins, a sail meker bought
*

Mesont g Lodge in Lodges Alley - between Second eand Third Streets and Walnyt and

Chestnut Streets for the use of Universalists,

This effort to establisgh g chureh

Proved not a permenent one and the Property eventually went to foreclosure

The "First Indevendent Church of Christ c

ommonly called Univer selistg

meeting in their house of public worship in Lomberd Street in the Gity of

l Fhiladelrhia® was the name adopted by the firet vermenent congregation, Thig

congregation purchased a plot of ground on tke South eide of Lombard Street,
100 feet West of Fourth Street on July 20th, 1793 and built a church which
building etill stands snd is now a synagogsue,

In 1818 this first church was served by Rev, Abner Kneelend, who wag

bern in Salubria, Towa in 1773, Ee hed been & Baptist minister and then was

ordained to the Universalist Ministry. Fe wes versatile and liberel- and ener-

getie - a man of commanding personality and & promoter., At this time he was 45

years of age,

e

] In the Lombard Street congregstion were 2 number of members from "Northern
(Liberties" - & section of Philadelphie County roughly north of Callowhill Street
\ end wegt of Kensingto.n. Mr. Kneeland saw an opportunity to promote & new church,
55, A Tniversalist socie»ty was orgenized February 15th, 1820 and met in Northern
i Liberties Commicecioner's Hall, Rev, Abner Kneeland presided at meetingss Cn

" March 14th, 1820 thie orgenization " . g o 1 call

! W' appointed a committee to reise funds to purchaege land end erect 2

Lm11d1@, The efforte of the committee apparently did not produce much DO"'”"

; 088
, But Mr. Kneelend hed 2 friend - Charles Horner Rodgers, in the hardwere busif

h to
an Werket Ctreet. Ha perecd to 18nd an wmawnt eaos &% A28 +~ amohle the churt
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In July, 1824, Rev. John Chambers of the Frecbyterien Church at Hortheast
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due Tev, Willj
Tev, .lizm Morce, who had been ] m o the opul
Vops ! 186 ordeined since comin
e ning to t
SWDit,  Then

by the N .
Y end of 1825 both "neelend and 'srse had left Philadeluphi
- : o oh a.

Rev, & o) i
tephen R, Smithk had come to the pulpit of the Second Churen 4
-U.I s n Jme‘

182 - s
O #nd since Kneeland hed left wes called upon to serve the Firet Ch
g £ e U.I'Ch 8180.

In Jannary, 1326, our trustees record that the "gjster church must pay for Ry
Smith" or not use him. Our trustees were having their own finenciel troubl’e |
By Yovember of 1826 they oswed Pro., Smith $é59. arreeve of salary, 3rs, Smith‘
left the church October, 1328,

fe was succeeded by Zelotes Fuller, who remeined until May, 1822, 1n

February of thet veer he had informed the Truetees that he could nat vreech un

less the woney due him wes peid,

In Octobver, 1832, Rev, L. F. W, Andrews wac called and resigned at the
expiration of ome year, His salery was $700,

Rev., Sevillion W, Fuller eucceeded - beginning his pastorste in QOctober,
1833 - at & selary of 3700. presumebly, Ee was sbout 30 years of age - end very
mach loved by the congregstion., TFerharvs his youtnful indiscretion prompted the
tructees in September, 1835 to "Resolve trat the TBoard of Trustees do not recognize
the right of the pastor to meke publicy (the) private affairs of the society"s

Mr. Fuller hed evidently tried to reise much needed money by en appesl from the

pulf)it-
The trustees then interested themselves to determine the status of the

e church and the extent of debt, The church‘ was not swned bY

stockholderse

ownership of th

the members who were represented by the Boerd of Trustees, but by
yolders
formed at the time of construction in 1822, which stockho

in the es eociation
couired

mhe Trusteec had by this time &

were represented by a Boerd of Manogere,
audit of

ook of the 2ssocietion, but evidently a conplete

nearly half of the st
one ned pﬁid

botl. orgenizstions ha¢ to be mace to get at the truth - because 10

; mwich sttention to deterils for so long; & time,
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to introduce 588 lighting into the

arcky whiCR WP S done in the summer of 1829 at s cost of $230, for piping ang

200, for fixtures, of which there were 71,

In Februery, 1839, the young vastor notified the Roard of 2 cell te Hertford,
seanecticut and he wes gilven vermiesion to leave, but was by June offered $900, ver
veer to reméin, In Mey the trustees offered Zelotes Fuller 3200. to settle his
claiz end published advertising to dietinguish his identity from that of Savillion
% Puller their beloved vresent rnestor,

ke anti Slavery League wes refused the use of the church because "of the
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memory of the Rev. Savillion Waterous Fuller, died May 17th, 1840, aged 36 years,
7 months, 7 drys, after six years pastor of the Seccnd Tndependent Church of
Christ., The ledies of the Church heve erected this monument as the last tridbute
of respect for their late pastor", Then on the eide of the monument toward the
gtreet simply "gsavillion", inside & wreath.

The Rev. T. D. Cooke asccepted a call to the parish at $1,000. per year,
starting Januery lst, 1841, specifying quarterly payments and three months notice

of renewsl of contract from year to year, FEe must have been a pessimist or else
he hed wind of the Zelotes Fuller lawsuit - and he wes right, EHie pay was behind
ae usual after he beceme pastor and his ealary was cut 0 $809.

Phe Abolition Society was again granted use of the church (December, 1840)
but the pricé was now 325, per day.

What ceused Savillion Fuller's death I hoave not discovered - but I wonder

whether it might have been pneumonia as the following committee report in December,

1840 implies.

"Phe committee has examined the present construction of the pulpit and (the
members) have concluded that it presents disadvantages which can be remedied at

emell expense. One of the greatest inconveniences ie that the speaker is compelled

to remain in an immediate current of cold air caused by the rarefaction of air in

the church esnd the preeence'of the ntmosphere without and thereby jeopardizing the

nealth if not the life of our pastor. To obviate thie difficulty the present do0T®

of ingress to the pulpit should be cloged and cpenings made immedintely into the

church agd thereby causing the speaker to enjoy a uniform temperature in ¢°“‘°n//

with the congregation”,
r access fro?

The pulpit was fired by closing the doorse and erecting steps fo

the congregation,
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Jelinqueat Pew Rente were penalized by addition of 107 for lateness snd

Cocke wes peid $50. on account of arrears of salery (he had left the

gro, I Dy
crurch two years before) and $25. ver month until the debt be cleared.
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‘ Universaliet of the Northern Liberties of the County of Philadelvhia y
. = ag Changed

[ t° The Second tmiversalist Church,

o

"
Wayes and Means" were evidently being sought by those who had SRSl Bus

Liy -
The basement was rented at $400, per year end, the church 1tself for a serieq .
: 0

lectures on snatomy end physiology et $12. per night., E. H, Chapin wes engagea

to lecture on "Ideal and Actual® for $50, Then Rev. A. B. Grosh resigned August
let, 1851 after one vear and eight months pastorate,

The church was now .2'8 yeers old and in need of renovation, Eow to accomplish
this with very little money forthconing from the congregation presented a problem,
A committee waited upon Mr, Charles F, Rodgers, who etill held the mortgage, and
evidently secured an agreement from him not to call the principal of his mortgage
during his lifetime in exchange for payment ofl the delincuent 1nteres't. Ee must
have been much pleased for he made a donation of $50, The committee had succeeded
in having the tenant of the church cellar pay & year's rent in advance, which pro-
vided the interest money.

It was now Mgrch, 1852, A church meeting called Rev., Nelson Doolittle to the

.parish at $1,000. a year,

The trusteeg had their usual schedule of difficulties, The "spiritual rappers" .

were refused the use of the church and Bro. Spear, the bill collector, found such
difficulty in hie work that some of his accounts were directed to be sued out,

The German Free Society was refused use of the church because its "belief was not

4{n accord with true Chrigstian doctrine" _
Semuel Ashto?

A plan of the proposed alteration to the church was submitted by
\ ont churf!h

snd %reatly approved. It involved removel of the dead lying in the fr

b
yard and this was arrenged with the various lot owmners,

ghton

Then in the fall of 1852 the front church yard was rented to Samuel A
of rent, Mr. Af

for tey years with privilege to build upon the land, Im payment
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:ofs even more surprised at being unesble to find their copy of the lease

N4 were

tred

ton snd his building Agreement., The bill wae more then the rent to be
. his
w lr. ASH

aeid
s'}ita

jbout the same time, Rev, Nelson Doolittle resigned because he felt that he
ot 1ittle more than food, clothing and shelter sut of hie compensation,

¥r, Aehton had control of the church cellar where the heaters were and re-

fued to give access so that a fire might be kindled on Sundays, Fis real ectate

wiegreed to build a fire each Sunday for $3.00 however, and the trustees had to

stend for the charge, Mr. Ashton was a hard man to handle, Fe failed to keep
eppointment

¢ and was generslly unsatisfactory. By the end of 1853 it had become

rmitting him to build stores and

th been - »
® mistoke - fop reesone indiceted in the following advertisement which

had publighed in the Public Ledger, December 13th, 1853,
Hm
"he Board of Trustees of the Second miversnlist

a;ngh on Callowhill Street, north side above Fifth,
. Constrainp

t ed by recent events to say to the public
w::tige't:‘her the vestry nor the society of spid church
ASsmmﬁd’ YAy concerned or responsible for the Dancing
esecratigg and Ethispian Concerts, nightly held to the
COngregatyn of the epot and serious annoyance of the
Toperty nng In certein rooms attachead to the church
ANd £y
"epro‘:itmn. hat euch occupying meets with their entire

fotice mygy,

““

have hurt attendance at Ashton's Minstrel Show for _

tio
7 he Purchaged the entire property for §17,500., subject to
310,000

« N
°Z‘tgage. More tromhls ee . v s aas oo Lo

Ashton, being unable to get any action an the smount due him, etarted
end Xr. A55

a hall in front of the church

cla 1
by 4 imed to be leaced by Mr, Samuel Ashton

e

e T R g e e & i
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finally ﬁiettledT but the church ceme out of the deal very gatigfactorily.

On Februery 1%th, 1854, the smme day the sele to Ashton was °°ml.>leted,
the trustees purchaced from the Eighth Street Methodist Church, which had
wmoved to Green Street, west of Tenth Street, its old church on the Test Side
of Eighth Street above Noble Street, for $17,000,, subject to non-callable in.
cumbrances totalling $6,500, I do not hsve a.‘complete record of the buildings
acquired, but in addition to the church and sessiong rosm (Sunday School) on
¥oblé Street, there was at least one dwelling howsde .

Court approval was necessary to comrlete the moving for each property had
hed 2 church burial yard and the bodies hed to be transferred tno other locationg,
The Callowhill Street Church acquired lots in 0dd Fellows Cemetery for ihe pur-
vose, Among the transfers was the remaine of Sevillion W, Fuller, Fise monument
was broken - but a2 new one was supplied much later,

~ Although Rev, Neleon Noolittle had resigned, he wes still supplying the
pulﬁit, ard the congregetion - which included many who were not church members -
fevored him., The trustees had closed the church pending moving, but on June 4th,
1854, Doolittle was accused of breaking open the building and heving hineelf
elected by the congregstinn, The church members followed witk a meeting of their

own on June 20th and gince the congregation ned feiled to neme & term or salery

d
the members interpreted the period to be from June 4th to June 20th at his 0l

eslary and he was paid for the time,

d
Bev. Abel C. Thomaa, then pastor of the Lombard Street Church interveneds

net the
but the controversy continued and developed into & guit snd verdict agal

church by Doolittle, which was paid et the_ end of 1855,

1
rate #€°-
The sele snd acquisition of the rroperty required use of the corpo 1
the gos
A former secretary of the crurch had reeigned and refused to deliver el
al as his par‘

ot
edmitting the device to belons to the church but cleiming the ®
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Property, The trustees declared the 514 seel lost and adopted the one which we
Presently use, I think, consisting of "An all seeing eye in the centre of a glory,
surmounting a balance, - whoee vendant end index - lengtihened into the sword of
Justice - form - with the scale beam - 2 croes".

In Tebruary, 1855, Rev, Richerd Eddy wae called as pastor 2t $1,500. per
annum to serve in the new church,

We know thet the walls had been frescoed - thet the woodwork was grained
oak and tre venetian blinde flesh color, The Pevs in the lower portion of the
church were lined 211 around and stuffed with hair, The choir was in the
gellery sererated from the congregetion by reilings., The pulpit was of white
mzrble, The Sunday School on Noble Street at tris time wes rented to the
Public School System on weekdays,

The yeer 1856 brought difficultiea - fgom little ones, like & frozen gas
meter to large ones like the insbility to meet Rro. Eddy's salary which he cut

to §$1,250, - or like the suit and judgement obtained by 2 sexton for salary or

like & protested promissory note., The trustees urged Bro., Eddy to seek another

call eince they could not vpey him and ke resigned to go to Canton, Yew York,in

November,

Nay. Moaaos TaYlrrvs sowa Eba e alccarats @i S oc .5 SowEy .5
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memhere of the Tighth Street congregation were in his aidience at the time, ang
heving found e willing vitness, threatened prosecution for 1ibel =né vere eble
to force e withdrewel of the accusetion by Mr, Foffman from his pulpit on the

following Sunday.

Rev. lioses Ballou was follcwed by Pev, 3, M, Tillotson and Rev, J. T,
Goodrich, who served four #nd three years resmectively, Rev, linces Ballou
returned £s pestor in Wovember, 1366 and wons to stey wntil 1872, During hie
1stter pastorste the Righth and Noble Street Church wae sold for $2C,250,,
ercluding the orgen anc other personalty.

™he trustees 2ttempted to purchr.ge the Green ¥{1l Precbyterien Church on
Yarth side of Girsrd Avenve, between 18th and 17th streets, and being unsuccess-
ful, moved the services tn a h2ll 2t 17th #nd Porlar Streets end stored the
church orgen temporarily, After on unsuccegsful sttempt to purchsse a lot at

the North-eet corner of 17th end Girerd Avenue ernd another at the Morth-East

corner of 16th andi Poplar and snother at the South-Test corner of 16tL and

fembridze, the trustees fins1lly acauired the 1ot et the South-West corner of
Greenhill Street and Macter Street, 70 feet X 109 feet, for $9,000.

Benjamin D, Price woe retained ss Architect and on June 2rd, 1871 a build-
jng contract was swarded to Edward Fales - cost, excluding furnishing, $20,920,

The cornerstone was laid in July. In December, 1871, the neme of the church wes

chrnged to "Church of the Restorztion®.

In 1910 - 28 years after the building of this structure - Broe Tdward Ss

Deemer wrote hie nrecollecticns” which reflected hie keen appreciation of the

pinteters he hed known,

. . pnied
At 17th ond ‘ineter (Greenhill and ypater Streots} the pulpll wes 9CeHp

by -
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Zev, licses Ballou until November 1372,

Then by Rev, ', ¥, Bowers for five years.
Then by Reve, G. W. Bicknell for ome yeor,
Then by Rev, ¥. 2, Nye for three years,

Rev, Trederick A, Bighee then crme to the church -~ a young men, 28 yearg
of age, ~uring hls pastorate, he wae mede Toctor of Divinity. Fe leoft the
church to sccent the editorchip of The mivere=elict Leader.

Dr. Jocenh . Meson followed for two yesrs end resigned to take cherge
nf st, Feulte in Chicago.

TYen ceme Dr., John Clarence Lee, the first vastor that I remember. ¥ith

im crme “re. Felen Srumet Lee - to complement his intellectuelity with romance

¥
]

and colorful background, Dr, Lee wss greatly resnected in religious #nd in-
tellectuzl circles in Fhiladelpkia ond invited to his pulpit meny s3 oxers; vhose
presense reflected toleration if not wmild scceptence of Universalisa in intellectual
and religious circles, In Dr, Lee's time - specificelly in 1902 - the name was

chenged to The Tniverselist Church of the RNestorastion.

Dr. Lee vas followed by 2ev, Clinton L. Scott for three years end Rev,

Prancis A, Gray for four yverrs.

Rev. Robert Tipton came to the Church in 1927 and served until 1939, Durisg

Lis pastorate 3rother Deemer died on May 9th, 1920,at the ripe age of 89 yeers.

In hig will he left ¢ fund to be invested until it rerched 350,000,, at which
time 1t wes directed to be added to the Building Fund with the recervation that
et grurch”

wfrom the »ulnit shall alwsys be nronulrcated the Faith of the miverenli

and to thig provisismn we are indebted far this gtructure, which ves dedicatedap'

rrorimately two yeerse vefore the cloge nf Mr, Tipton'e pastornte.
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This bringes my history to the »resent end to a cloce, If my story hag
lerned toward the buesiness side, let me ery thet T have tried to nresent
“ifficulties that were overcome 2nd tc lerve mattere of densmineationsl
organization and of doctrine for otheres better fitted then I to diecuss

at eome other time,

ey I thank you £l11 for vnur kind attesntion and for the apmertunity ynu

teve given me to rerd some of the history of this Church,

1945 /a? .




